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Dear            :

Imagine losing your home and everything you own, and having to start over. Now imagine it happening without warning, tonight. That is the exact situation that eight local families faced in a single weekend, when fire ripped through their apartment complex in the middle of the night. 

All eight families were asleep when the fire broke out, and by the time they became aware of the situation, they needed to get out – fast. One woman put her life in danger by remaining inside for several more minutes in an effort to save her cats, all three of which ultimately perished in the fire. When the Red Cross Disaster Action Team volunteers arrived on the scene, they found the displaced residents barefoot and half dressed, standing in the street, stunned and confused. All eight families needed emergency food, clothing, and a safe place to stay until they could relocate. Thanks to your support, the Southern Nevada Chapter was able to provide this emergency assistance, and even found cribs for the two families with toddlers.
Now imagine the surprise and shock one local woman experienced when she came home to find her entire apartment complex completely destroyed. A grandmother raising four grandchildren by herself, she had been at the hospital for tests related to a heart condition when the fire broke out. What would she do when the children got home that afternoon and found their home was gone? How would she replace their lost belongings, and critical prescription medication that had been destroyed? The Red Cross Disaster Action Team that responded to the scene was able to provide the grandmother with emergency clothing, as well as funds for the family to stay in a motel for several days, buy groceries and replace the lost medications. In the weeks that followed, the Chapter was also able to provide a Red Cross mental health volunteer to help the family cope with their loss. 
These are only a couple of the people helped by the Southern Nevada Chapter in the past year. In 2009, the Chapter assisted 1,300 people who had lost their homes and belongings to fire.
On average, a family receives $610 in emergency assistance after a fire. That immediate assistance can be an invaluable source of help and hope when all has been lost. In order to keep Red Cross assistance available to all who need it, I am asking you to consider [Customizable text in Green:   “adopting” one of the many families who will need Red Cross assistance in the coming months by supporting the Fire Hurts…Red Cross Helps campaign. Your gift of $600 or more will help one local family of four start over, providing help and hope when it is most needed] 
Thank you for your consideration,

